AN 29 2008

A Red Thread Adoption Services, Inc.
681 Washmeton Streer, Swrre 12, Norwooed, Massachusetrs 02062
333 Westannster Street, Providence, Rhode Island 02903

7B1-Tol-14158 » SBE-G6F1-2092 » FAX: 7RI-THl-1561
ReAThreadAdopr @paol .com

* "Deceniber 15, 2003

Centlemen:

I am enclosinge wy cotments on the drafl regulations for LAAC

IV The Intercountry Adoption Act of 2000 (TAA)

B Cverview of Substantive Provisions and E. Economic ImpuctEffect on Small Entitles

Concerns: 1 agree with moving towiard mandatory acoreditation, but, as a small agency, we are very
concerned about increased costs for agencies of the acoredhtanon process, as well as insuruncs costs. We
are concerned about the mmpact on small agencics, as well as the possibility of all agencies having to pass
on addinonal costs, resulnng already expensive adoptions further costly

4. Subpart F—Standards for Convention Accreditation and Approval
Section 96.35: Suitability of Azencies and Persons {o Provide Adoption
Scerion 96,43 Case Tracking, Data Management, and Reporting:
{Also appropriate for Ethical Practices and Responsibilities, 96,35

Comments: U'he regulanons should make il a requircment el apencies disclose i they have ever operaied
under a diffrent name or if the principals in that agency ever worked with other agencies, There lave been
cases of unethical agencics relosating and setting up under a differen name andfor ageney persannel
opening up new businesscs—sometimes in (he same own—uwder a different nmme, Hagoe reguinrcmens
should expose a paper mail, pot only of the seency bt of the key nanes associated with it This (mcking of
agencies, personnel and overseas facilitaiors should be melinded

— Applicaton Procedures for Accreditation and Approval
Section Y6.40 Fee Policies and Procedures:

Comments: FHapue regs should prohibit dircel cash inmsactions by adoplive parents to binh parenis,

Section 96.49 Priwvizion of Medical and Social Information in Incoming Cases:

Comments: 1t would be very helpful for the regulanons to stipulate a standardized health and social history
data collection @ infvrmaion sharing (o guide the procsss for children and adoptive parents and to assist
in better maiching of children with approgriate adoptive parent resources best able 10 meet the needs of
children

‘13, Subpart M — Dissemination and Reporting of Information by Acerediting Entities;
Comments: Whenever the Departinen! or acorediting agency zkes aclion spainst an agency {(suspension,
cancellation, refusal (o renew, cormective action eic.) this action should be made public an the Siaie

. Department websile,

-



Financial Risk and Management
B4.34 Compensation

Commecuts
,d. A provision should be added to cnsure that fees, wages or salanes be commensurate with the cost of
living in sefding coumty
Agencies should also disclose to adoptive parents how the agency determines that 4 child 15 2 genume
orphan and are appropriate for placement with a Tamily in another country.
%6.36 Prohibition on child buying

Lomments: [Mrect cash mmnsiciions by adoptive parents to birth parents should nol be allowed.

G40 () Forvign country progrion expenses:

Comments: These expenses should be detaled Foreipn progran fees vary wildly and i is not clear why,

The need for transparency bere 15 cnncal

Thauk you very much for considenmg these comments as vou complete the regulalions process.

Sincerely,

/ﬁﬁ(([m

Lf.-nhL O Leary, LICEW, Lx utive Direcior
A Bed Thread Adopuon Senvices, Inc.



